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RACING AND WAGERING WESTERN AUSTRALIA — FIXED-ODDS BETTING SERVICE 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.04 pm]: Before I commence, I 
welcome the years 6 and 7 students and staff from Booragoon Primary School, who have come to join us in the 
gallery today. I welcome them all. 

Racing and Wagering Western Australia—RWWA—has provided fixed-odds betting on sporting and racing 
events to Western Australian punters since 2000. It did this through an agreement with Tabcorp Holdings Ltd to 
participate in Tabcorp’s TAB Sportsbet fixed-odds betting service. Tabcorp is Victoria’s privatised Totalisator 
Agency Board operator. In the 2008-09 financial year, fixed-odds betting generated turnover of $82 million. This 
generated direct funding of $2.2 million to grassroots sporting organisations in Western Australia, along with a 
similar amount to racing clubs in WA. 

In November last year, Tabcorp terminated its fixed-odds betting agreements, with six months’ notice. RWWA 
was faced with the loss of all fixed-odds betting on sports and racing, and, in turn, funding to WA stakeholders, 
unless it could re-establish the necessary capabilities in less than six months. Ordinarily, this type of systems 
project would take at least 12 months to complete. However, in just under six months, RWWA reviewed its 
options and, in joint venture with the Tasmanian and Australian Capital Territory TABs, contracted an existing 
corporate bookmaker, Centrebet, to provide book management services for sports and racing events. This was an 
outstanding achievement, and RWWA’s new fixed-odds business, branded Player, was formally commenced on 
27 May, ensuring that RWWA’s customers were provided a seamless transition. 

RWWA is not participating in Centrebet’s principal sports betting business as RWWA’s financial model is 
different from that of Centrebet. RWWA maintains an expensive retail network, pays wagering tax to 
government and is obliged to distribute a return to sporting organisations and racing clubs. On the other hand, 
Centrebet operates a relatively cheap-to-run internet service, pays zero tax on sports and one-tenth of the tax that 
RWWA pays on racing, and makes little contribution to sporting organisations or racing clubs. It should be noted 
that the transition from TAB Sportsbet to Player has resulted in RWWA being able to reduce its overall take-out, 
and this will benefit punters through higher dividends than those previously experienced under the agreement 
with Tabcorp. 

In terms of performance, the 10 months year-to-date turnover trend for RWWA’s previous fixed-odds business 
was 14 per cent growth on that of last year. Whilst it is early days, Player has achieved growth of approximately 
30 per cent prior to the commencement of any media or marketing campaign. RWWA’s investment in re-
establishing a fixed-odds betting capability has ensured continuity of service to its considerable statewide 
customer base; income to its agents by way of commission on turnover; casual wages to its call centre operators 
taking phone bets; taxation to the state government; and, most importantly, continued funding to sports and 
racing stakeholders. Without this decisive action, Western Australia would be considerably worse off, as 
Tabcorp’s reason for terminating the original agreement was to directly take WA’s customer investments and 
pass the resulting benefits on to Victorian stakeholders, including shareholders of the public company—an 
outcome that is highly undesirable for WA. 
 


